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1. How did you use your Core Mission Grant? Please describe in detail what the funds were 

spent on. 

 

With the generous support of a $30,000 Core Mission Grant from Impact100 Westchester, 

Mount Vernon Neighborhood Health Center, Inc. (MVNHC) was able to purchase two 78” 

commercial freezers and two 78” commercial refrigerators for the food pantry located at 

our Greenburgh Health Center (GHC). 

 

Designated a Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC), MVNHC exclusively serves men, 

women and children living in low-income neighborhoods across southern Westchester 

County. At MVNHC, we are acutely aware that caring for our patients means addressing the 

living conditions may contribute to poor health.   Collectively known as Social Determinants 

of Health (SDOH), those circumstances define the disparities in education, employment, 

food and shelter that have been thrown into high relief by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

 In order to address the most basic of human needs, MVNHC established a food pantry for 

our patients in March 2020.  Located at our Greenburgh Health Center, the food pantry is 

open three days per week (Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday), 10am – 2pm.  It is staffed 

entirely by MVNHC employees, who volunteer time to the effort.  Food is supplied by 

Feeding Westchester, who have been our partners in this program from the outset. 

 

2. What need did the Core Mission Grant meet? Who benefitted from this Grant? 

 

When our GHC food pantry first opened, it was limited in terms of the kinds of food it was 

able to distribute.  Specifically, the food pantry was only able to make packaged food 

available to our patients and staff, who are the food bank’s customers.  Offering fresh 

produce was not a viable option for the food pantry, because it lacked the capacity for cold 

storage.  With the addition of the refrigerators and freezers purchased with the Core 

Mission grant from Impact100 Westchester, that has been remedied, and we are now able 

to offer fresh food to the hundreds of men, women and children who visit the food bank 

every week. 
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The primary beneficiaries of Impact100 Westchester’s Core Mission Grant are the patients 

who are seen at GHC, and the staff who work there.  We never turn away anyone who 

comes to us in need.  Therefore, the food pantry also serves residents of the local 

community who are not yet patients of GHC.  We simply ask that they register as patients, 

and they are often glad to do so.  

 

3. What impact did these funds have on your clients and/or on your organization? 

Our Greenburgh Food Pantry has proven itself to be a spectacular success.  When MVNHC 

made its request for support to Impact100 in April 2020, the food pantry had served 1,737 

people, and was distributing 500 pounds of food every month.  Now, six months later, we 

have served more than 21,000 people and are distributing 5,000 – 8,000 pounds of food per 

month. 

Food insecurity has been a problem of longstanding among people living in low-income 

communities in Westchester County.  The advent of the COVID-19 pandemic, with its follow-

on effects of unemployment and economic instability have only served to make matters 

worse.  Impact100 Westchester’s 2020 Core Mission grant has not simply changed the lives 

of the patients we serve; it can aptly be said to have helped sustain their lives in the most 

desperate of times. 

The Core Mission grant has had a transformative effect on MVNHC, making us cognizant of 

the fact that our patients rely on MVNHC not just as a provider of health care, but as a 

comprehensive human services agency.  The Core Mission grant has also inspired us to 

replicate the GHC food pantry at our flagship site in Mount Vernon and at our Yonkers 

Health Center.  

 


